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Important Question for Class 11 

English  

Chapter 2-We’re not afraid to die... if we can all be together 

 

A. Very short answer questions – 1 marks 

1. Word-Meaning 

i. Honing 

ii. Impending 

iii. Capsizing 

iv. Hurled 

v. Sloshed 

Answer: 

i. Refining or improving 

ii. About to happen 

iii. Overturn or turning over 

iv. Throwing with force 

v. Moving around water 

 

2. What was the narrator’s dream? 

Answer: The narrator's dream was to go on a voyage around the world. He got his 

inspiration from captain James Cook and wanted to break his record. 

 

3. The sailing was set from which place to which other? 

Hornbill
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Answer: The sailing was set from England and it was to end at Australia. 

 

4. Who were the voyagers that set sail from England to reach Australia? 

Answer: The voyagers belonged to the same family. The family had- the narrator 

who was a 37-year-old businessman, his wife Mary and their son Jonathan and a 

daughter Sue. 

 

5. The lines “We’re not afraid to die” are spoken by who and when? 

Answer: These lines were said by the narrator's six-year-old son Jonathan. He said 

these lines when the narrator had gone to his children to confront them about the 

situation. 

 

B. Short Answer Questions – 2 marks 

1. What were the preparations that were made by the narrator for the 

journey? 

Answer: The narrator’s dream was to sail around the world. He worked hard for 

sixteen years on the project and mastered navigation in his spare time. He also built 

a boat. It was 23-meter long and weighed 30 tons. He named the boat Wave 

walker. 

 

2. Name the two crewmen that went with the family on the voyage? How did 

they contribute to the project? 

Answer: The crewmen were Larry, an American and Herb, a Swiss. The narrator 

stopped at Cape Town and picked the crewmen before heading Eastward. They 

were there to help the family to tackle the world’s roughest sea, the Southern 

Indian Ocean. They also helped the family by pumping out water.  
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3. What were the facts and figures that the narrator knew about the Southern 

Indian Ocean? 

Answer: The narrator knew about the possible dangers of the Southern Indian 

Ocean. His fears came to life when they left Cape Town and faced the heavy storm 

and strong gales for more than a week. 

 

4.  What information was given by Mary about their problem during the 

voyage? How did the narrator repair the damaged deck? 

Answer: Mary and children were in the lower part of the boat. Mary said that the 

boat was full of water and that they were sinking as the lid on the deck had blown 

off. The narrator gave charge of the wheel to her. He found tools like, a hammer, 

screws and canvas. He fixed the canvas across the holes and deflected the water to 

the sides. 

 

5. What problem was faced by the narrator regarding the pump? 

Answer: There was an open hole in the deck. The narrator found the hand pump 

that was blocked with debris. The electric pump got short-circuited. Two extra 

hand pumps were thrown overboard due to the storm. He had another electric 

pump that could be used to pump out water and hence they were saved. 

 

C. Short Answers Questions – 3 marks 

1. When did the voyagers' journey start? How did they fare along the route? 

Answer: The narrator's family left the English shore in July 1976 for the voyage. 

The narrator was aware that the voyage was risky. He realized that the Southern 

Indian Ocean is very dangerous and there were heavy storms there. The winds and 

waves were stronger. His fears came true as they faced strong storms for many 

weeks after they left Cape Town. The boat confronted very high sea waves that 

damaged its deck and the lower part on the 2nd of January. However, they were 

saved because of their hard work and they finally reached Ile in Amsterdam. 
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2. What preparations were made by the narrator to encounter the stormy sea 

on January 2? 

Answer: They faced enormous waves on January 2. As the waves hit the boat, the 

boat rose to the top of each wave. The winds were becoming stronger and heavier. 

The narrator and his crew made several preparations. They lashed a heavy mooring 

rope across the stern, they dropped the storm jib, and they doubled the lash on 

everything, wore oilskins and life jackets, and also attached themselves with 

lifelines. 

 

3. When did the couple lose all the hope of survival? 

Answer: In the afternoon of January 4 the couple lost all the hope of survival. The 

clouds started to get dense and the sea became rougher. The next evening (January, 

5) the couple realized that more and more water was flowing through the broken 

planks and they felt that their end was not far. 

 

4. On January 6, what news was given to the narrator by his children? 

Answer: At 6 p.m. on January 6 , the narrator’s son Joe goes to him and wakes 

him up hugged him, and said: “he was the best daddy in the world, and the best 

captain”. His daughter gave him the good news that they had reached Ile 

Amsterdam.  

 

5. Why did the narrator think of Amsterdam as the most beautiful island in 

the world? Why does he say thank you to his family and the crewmen? 

Answer: Although Amsterdam was only a volcanic rock with very little 

vegetation, yet it appeared to be the most beautiful island to the narrator and 

everyone else because they felt secure there from the deadly sea. The narrator 

thanked them for showing courage and bravery in the tough times and staying calm 

throughout the journey. 

 

D. Long Answer Questions – 5 marks 
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1. What part did Jonathan and Sue play in the treacherous voyage? 

Answer: The narrator went on a family voyage. Jonathan was the narrator's six-

year-old son and Sue was his seven-year-old daughter. Both the children showed 

immense courage and bravery while fighting the treacherous voyage. His daughter 

had injuries like the bump on her head and cuts on her arm and yet she did not 

bother her father. They survived two days without any food to eat and still did not 

complain. The ship faced dangerous storms, heavy winds and waves for ten days 

and it was about to sink but Jonathan calmed his father by telling him that none of 

them is afraid to die. The courage shown by the family gave the narrator power and 

motivation to fight the weather. 

 

2. How was Sue able to make her father laugh even in unfortunate situations? 

What place did they want to reach? 

Answer: As the situation on the ship became difficult and hopeless, the 

atmosphere on the ship got tense. In this situation, the narrator’s daughter, Sue, 

made a card for him with their caricatures on it and called them funny people. This 

little act of hers made the entire family laugh. She also thanked everyone through 

her card. 

The family wanted to reach Ile Amsterdam which is a 65-km wide island in 

1,50,000 km of ocean. It was a French scientific base. It was very difficult to reach 

a small island that looked insignificant in such an enormous ocean. 

 

3. How would you describe the step taken by the narrator to voyage along the 

Southern Indian Ocean despite knowing its dangers? 

Answer: The narrator had a dream of voyaging. He also built a boat for sailing. He 

worked on the project for sixteen years and mastered navigation in his spare time. 

The boat that he built was 23-metre long and weighed 30 tons and he named it 

Wavewalker. Their decided route was to sail from England and reach Australia. 

The narrator was aware that they would have to face the dangerous southern Indian 

Ocean and he knew that it would be like fighting a battle. It takes immense courage 

to go on a voyage like that. He and his family were courageous to do so. However, 

it was also a little stupid because the voyage nearly killed them all, had the boat 

been not that strong enough. In all, the story showed courage, bravery, standing 
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strong together, teamwork, and not giving up no matter how difficult the situation 

is. 

 

4. How the narrator got inspired to take a risky voyage. 

Answer: The narrator was a businessman by profession but he always had a dream 

of going around the world in a boat. The narrator was inspired by the achievement 

of Captain James Cook and wanted to match his record of 200 years ago. Although 

the narrator knew about the risks involved with going on the voyage and the 

dangers of the Southern Indian Ocean, he showed courage and took the step and 

went on the voyage. He showed the spirit of a true adventurer and fighter and 

never lost the will to voyage through any tough situations that came in his journey. 

 

5. What do you learn from the “We’re Not Afraid to Die…if We Can All Be 

Together”? 

Answer: In our life, our efforts become the path to our success. Success here 

means the recognition of the aims in our life. Success is dependent on some factors 

which can be controlled by us and some factors which cannot be controlled by us. 

Our mental and physical capabilities are in our control whereas factors like time, 

chance and place cannot be controlled by us. The next quality is Intelligence which 

helps us in the realization of our aim. Another quality is our mental fitness which 

gives us an unambiguous and clear vision. Other qualities like focus and steadiness 

are also important. It helps us have patience which further helps us overcome the 

hurdles to be faced in our lives. A person must be open to taking help from other 

individuals and one should always be optimistic in order to achieve one’s goals. 
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